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It was a great session, staff really enjoyed the CPD,  and NCD are looking forward to the launch of the 
‘DeWalt Academy’ in September 2025 which will see the company sponsoring cohorts of learners with 
PPE, safety footwear and tools related to their specific trades. The Dewalt Academy is part of a £35 
million global project from DeWalt to support construction students in colleges across America, 
Canada, England, France and Poland.

DeWalt Day 
New College Durham hosted the DeWalt Day 
on Friday 23rd May, with DeWalt gifting the 
college £15,000 of tools.
The Dewalt team delivered the new 
equipment and ran a training day with staff to 
ensure that the tools are used correctly and 
maintained to a high standard.

Regional Skillbuild Competition - Carpentry & Joinery Apprentice Success

Jake, a Level 3 apprentice with Focus Joinery, has demonstrated remarkable dedication and skill 
throughout his journey at New College Durham. Primarily working independently on new build 
homes, Jake has consistently shown a strong work ethic and a passion for site carpentry. To prepare 
Jake for the WorldSkills Regional Finals, he was supported by his tutor and mentor at NCD which saw 
him commit to additional training sessions where he honed his abilities using Skillbuild drawings, 
allowing for refining both his precision and technique. Hard work and focus has certainly paid off for 
Jake with his well-deserved win, highlighting both his talent and the support provided throughout his 
apprenticeship.

Well done to Jake 
Bowman winning the 
regional Skillbuild 
competition, with all 
fingers crossed at NCD 
that he gained enough 
points to qualify for the 
national final.

Work Placement at Catterick Garrison
As part of the T-Level programme, the Year 2 T –Level students 
completed a 2-week industry placement at Catterick Garrison with the 
Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME). As part of the 
placement learners worked on a range of military vehicles and weapon 
systems. They were able to apply the theory they have covered on the 
programme to an industry setting.



NEIoT Strategic Planning Day 
Strategic Vision, Shared Future!

On 14th July 2025, the North East Institute of Technology (NEIoT) brought together leaders, 
educators, and innovators for our Strategic Planning Day at the South Causey Inn, Stanley— setting 
a bold course for the next three years of skills development and regional impact.

It was an absolute pleasure to welcome three new partner colleges into the NEIoT partnership, 
strengthening the IoT’s collaborative network and deepening the reach across the North East:

Bishop Auckland College
Derwentside College
Hartlepool College of Further Education
 
A huge thank you to our partners from Newcastle University, Tyne Coast College, East Durham 
College and New College Durham,  and some of our employer partners Nissan Motor Corporation, 
AESC, Vantec Europe Limited, Esh Group, and Tridonic whose support, insights and commitment to 
excellence are helping shape a future-ready North East.

We were also pleased to host colleagues from the Department for Education, The North East 
Combined Authority and The Tees Valley Combined Authority whose support and vision are 
instrumental in helping the NEIoT collaboration to build a stronger, more connected skills 
landscape.

Together, we’re driving innovation, opportunity, and prosperity across the North East and Tees 
Valley.







On 3 July, the National Network of Institutes of Technology were 
proud to welcome  Yewande Akinola MBE FIET HON FREng to 
host the National Conference 2025, bringing together over 170 
delegates and more than 25 influential speakers from across 
government, industry, and education — including Siemens, IBM, 
Laing O’Rourke, the Met Office, Heathrow, and many more.

The network were honoured to have a video address from Jacqui 
Smith, Minister for Skills, highlighting the vital importance of 
partnerships that deliver real impact for learners, employers, and 
local economies. Phil Smith, Chair of Skills England, opened the 
day with thoughtful, challenging questions about how we 
collaborate across sectors and regions to achieve lasting change. 

The day demonstrated the strength, energy, and growing impact 
of the National Network of Institutes of Technology  (IoTs) in 
delivering on the UK’s Industrial Strategy and supporting Skills 
England’s mission.

The latest Impact Brochure was also launched, showcasing how 
IoTs are creating real value for learners, employers, and 
communities - https://lnkd.in/eCzWdGYC or 
https://www.institutesoftechnology.org.uk/assets/_/2025/07/02/
6de79c26-7e57-44f6-80e7-42ec2b5b503e/iot-impact-
report.pdf?v=1

Technical. Skills. Work.

And thank you to all members of the NEIoT network who were 
able to attend and the National IoT Network – your support is 

invaluable. 
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Advanced manufacturing careers - North East Automotive Alliance (NEAA)

North East Automotive Expo 2025 - North East Automotive Alliance (NEAA)

Event Date: 25th September 2025
Event Time: 9:00 am
Event Location: Beacon of Light
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EMCON Homepage - EMCON Engineering & Manufacturing Exhibition

https://emcon.show/
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Backing Institutes of Technology can help deliver Labour’s opportunity mission

After being appointed as Labour’s opportunity mission champion last year, I made it clear my role was 
to get out and learn from the education institutions that are making a real difference.

It is of course important to know the national numbers on how many students are studying which 
qualifications and what they progress to. But it is just as important to me to visit education providers 
and speak to the people there about how they are managing to increase opportunity in their 
communities as well as support economic growth. As this is a core mission for Institutes of Technology 
(IoTs), I was delighted to be invited to visit the Greater Birmingham and Solihull IoT hub recently.

An IoT is a strategic collaboration between further education colleges, universities, and employers 
designed to deliver high-quality technical training in growth sectors. These institutes offer highly-
regarded, inclusive education and training designed to equip learners with higher-level skills aligned 
with local industry needs and national economic priorities. IoTs are spread across England, from Exeter 
in the Southwest to Durham in the Northeast, providing opportunities for learners to develop careers 
in areas like advanced manufacturing, clean energy and digital technologies.

I want to champion these institutions, because a coherent place-based approach is important to 
ensure our young people end up in fulfilling careers whilst boosting economic growth locally. No 
matter where you are in the country, you deserve good quality, local, technical education, and after 
that, access to fulfilling careers in the place you grew up. And if you live somewhere with a lot of 
choice, it should be easy to find the best course for you, not a minefield.

Full article:

https://www.politics.co.uk/mp-comment/2025/07/23/sarah-smith-backing-institutes-of-technology-can-help-deliver-labours-opportunity-mission/
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Director NEIoT
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